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War, since the dawn of human civilization, has stood as one of the most formidable and
tragic manifestations of human ambition, power, and political rivalry. It is not merely a clash of
weapons upon the battlefield, but a tempest of passions, ideologies, and aspirations that engulfs
nations and reshapes the destiny of mankind.! Throughout history, empires have risen through the
thunder of war drums and fallen amid the ashes of devastation. War is an organized and prolonged
conflict conducted by states or non-state actors, marked by unparalleled violence, social upheaval,
human agony, and economic ruin.2 It represents a deliberate and widespread armed struggle
between political communities, thereby constituting a potent form of political intervention and
coercion. The art and science through which such conflicts are executed are collectively known as
warfare, while the absence of armed hostility is celebrated as peace—the cherished aspiration of
humanity. The eminent military philosopher Carl von Clausewitz profoundly observed, “War is thus
an act of force to compel our enemy to do our will.”3 His timeless definition encapsulates the grim
essence of war as an instrument of domination, authority, and political determination. In the
Vérasarvasvam, it has been mentioned:

“paraspareéa bhattayo marjydddyei jighdasatou

jigéna ydnta vydpdro yo yuddhaa tat prakéttitaa.” *

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-49

He who observes and by knowing about the conflicting attitude and the ideological
difference between the soldiers of both the sides, involves in violent activities and words is called as
war.

“dvandeniu kiite kiidite vikya yuddhe yug yuddhe vi saakulevd va hadhebd

rudraa samyag vd spuspdijalébhi piijda kdtvd yuddhya ¢dstraa vravémi’s

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-50

In Yug yuddha (Yukta yuddha) or Saikuya yuddha or Haédoha yuddha, the author in folded
hand and by worshiping Lord Rudra with handful flower describes about the Yuddhagdstra.

“vasya vijidinamdtreéa durbalopi jayatyarén

srauttdropi prahasyanti stréyo kdpurundpi”s

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-51
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Just by knowing about this ¢dstra a weak person also can win over his enemies. The coward
and weak women also by knowing about the ¢dstra laughs at the enemies or think their enemies as
less powerful.

While some scholars see warfare as an inescapable and integral aspect of human culture,
others argue that it is only inevitable under certain socio-cultural or ecological circumstances. Some
scholars argue that the practice of war is not linked to any single type of political organization or
society. Rather, as discussed by John Keegan in his History of Warfare, war is a universal
phenomenon whose form and scope is defined by the society that wages it.? Another argument
suggests that since there are human societies in which warfare does not exist, humans may not be
naturally disposed for warfare, which emerges under particular circumstances.8 The ever changing
technologies and potentials of war extend along a historical continuum. At the one end lie the
endemic warfare of the Paleolithic with its stones and clubs, and the naturally limited loss of life
associated with the use of such weapons. Found at the other end of this continuum is nuclear
warfare, along with the recently developed possible outcome of its use, namely the potential risk of
the complete extinction of the human species. The value and importance of the army were realized
very early in the history of India, and this led to the maintenance of a permanent militia to put
down dissent within and arrest aggression from without. This gave rise to the kifiatréya (warrior
caste), and the kiidtraa dharmaa came to mean the primary duty of war. To serve the country by
participating in war became the svadharma of this warrior community.

Value and importance of the Army

The value and importance of the army were realized very early in the history of India, and
this led in course of time to the maintenance of a permanent militia to put down dissensions. War
or no war, the army was to be maintained, to meet any unexpected contingency. This gave rise to
the kfiatréya or warrior caste, and the kidtraa dharman came to mean the primary duty of war. To
serve the country by participating in war became the svadharma or this warrior community. The
necessary education, drill and discipline to cultivate militarism were confined to the members of
one community, the kiiatréyas. This prevented the military attitude of other communities and kept
the whole social structure unaffected by actual war and war institutions.

The Atharva Veda says: "May we revel, living a hundred winters, rich in heroes." The whole
country looked upon the members of the kfiatréya community as defenders of their country and
consequently did not grudge the high influence and power wielded by the kAatréyas, who were
assigned a social rank next in importance to the intellectual and spiritual needs of the society. The
ancient Hindus were a sensitive people, and their heroes were instructed that they were defending
the noble cause of God, Crown and Country. Viewed in this light, war departments were 'defense’
departments and military expenditure were included in the cost of defense. In this, as in many
cases, ancient India was ahead of modern ideas.

Chivalry, individual heroism, qualities of mercy and nobility of outlook even in the grimmest
of struggles were not unknown to the soldiers of ancient India. Thus among the laws of war, we find
that (1) a warrior (kAatréya) in armor must not fight with one not so clad (2) one should fight only
one enemy and cease fighting if the opponent is disabled, (3) aged men, women and children, the
retreating, or one who held a straw in his lips as a sign of unconditional surrender should not be
killed. It is of topical interest to note that one of the laws enjoins the army to leave the fruit and
flower gardens, temples and other places of public worship unmolested. Terence Duke, author of
The Boddhisattva Warriors: The Origin, Inner Philosophy, History and Symbolism of the Buddhist
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Martial Art within India and China have mentioned that martial arts went from India to China.
Fighting without weapons was a specialty of the ancient Kriatréya warriors of India.

Different Types of War
“yuddhaa caturvidhaa tatca daivaa gdndharva-mdsuraa
mdnufaa ceti tadveddu pratyekaa saptasaptadhd™
Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-52
This war is of four types namely Daiva, Asura, Gindharva and Mdnuiia (Human). Each of the
war is again divided into seven parts. In this way, the wars are of seven types (1) Ddg Yuddhaa, (2)
Bdk Yuddhaa, (3) Dvanda Yuddhaa, (4) Vyiihita Yuddhaa, (5) Tumuya Yuddhaa, (6) Kiida Yuddhaa,
(7) Hadéha Yuddhaa.
“daivaa deva kdtaa jieyaa gdndharvaa tat kdtaa matat
dsuraa cdsura kdtaa médnusaa mdnuseiu kdtaa
atteifida saptavidyaa :-
ddk yuddhaa cdtha vig yuddhaa dvanda yuddhaa tatau paraa
vyuhitaa tumulaa kiibaa haéha yuddhaa miti kramdt”.10
Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-53
The war between the god’s is called as Daiva, the war between the Gdndharvas is known as
Gdndharva, the war between the demons or Asuras is called as Asura war and the war between the
human being is called as Médnuria or human war.
“tatra ddg yuddhaa yathd :-
kdra ddfiéd mityd vairé varjaye yat pradarcanaa
ddg yuddhaa tanmataa ¢alya karéayou kdriéayo yathd” .11
Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-54
Regarding the seven parts of the war, the author of the Vérasarvasvam has mentioned about
the Ddg Yuddha or war through frown look. The war which occurs between two persons through
frown eye to eye contact in a worst manner is called as Ddg Yuddha. This type of war was fought
between Karna and Salya along with Kanéa in the Mahdbhdrata war.
“tad yathd :-
avidhydt pundarékdkiiau ¢alyaa nayanasdyakeit
sacdpi pundarékdkriaa tatheivibhi saseikiiata
tatrd jayad visudevat ¢calyaa nayanasdyakeiu
karéaa cdpya jayad ddnyd kuntéputro dhanaijayau”.12
Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-55
Crékafina had thrown the eye arrow to Salya. On the other hand, Salya had also thrown eye
arrow to Kafina. In that eye war Kafina had won the war. Like that Arjun had also won the eye war
from Karéa in the Mahdbhdrata.
“vag yuddhaa yathd :-
atyuca karkaga gird yaccha marmaspdgd vdsaa
vairééo visanaa tad yad vdg yuddhaa rdmayoyathd
tattu rdmdyaée jieyaa rdmayou pathigachhatot
jayattd rdimacandreéa jdmadagnyd pardjitau”.13
Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-56
Regarding the speech war, the author has mentioned that this kind of war occurs between
the two enemies through rough type of speech. This type of war had occurred between the two
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Ramas-Rama and Parsurama. This war was fought between the two (Rama and Parsurama) while
they were on the way. In this war Rama had won the war and Parsurama had got defeated.

“dvandayuddhaa yathd :-

tulya ydnd yuddha vyiiha ydta vidyd mahattayot

yad yuddhaa dvanda mitydhu vahulaa tat kdpeéa ca

vidyd dargana veldyda seriiaryou pdrthakaréayotu

dvanda yuddhasya maryddd kdpeéa kalitd kila

tathdhi - yayordtmasamaa vittaa jayoratmasamaa valaa

jayovidyd ddmeitrica uttamddhamayot kvacit

yathd - padabhi paditia rathinaa rathya sturangasddéturangddhi gtidhaa

yantd gajasydvyupatad gajasthaa tulyaa pratidvandaja babhiiva yuddhaa”1*

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-57

The war which happens between the two sides with equal weapons, vehicle, equal creation
of array along with intellect and diplomacy is called as Dvanda Yuddha or duel. This type of combat
between the two warriors had occurred in the battle of Mahdbhdrata. It was created by the
knowledge given to Arjuna by Krpacarya and out of jealousy between the two for which the duel
was fought between Karna and Arjuna. It was also guessed by Krpacarya. The author also mentions
that the war should be fought based on equal footing like the infantry should fight with the infantry,
the charioteer should fight with the charioteer, the cavalry should fight with the cavalry and the
elephantry should fight with the elephantry. This type of war can be rightly said as a war based on
equal footing.

“vytihitaa yathd :-

purvoktaa vyiiha saasthanei yad yuddhaa vairinomitha

tad yuddhaa vylihitaa jieyaa kuru pandavayoyathd.”15

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-58

As mentioned earlier that the war fought between the two enemies through the creation of
arrays is called as Vyiihita Yuddha. This kind of Vyiihita Yuddha or Vyiiha Yuddha(Pl. No. XI) was
fought between the Kauravas and Pandavas.

“tatra sanjaybdkaya :-

paresda durvidaa ddritvd vyliihaa vajrdravyamagrata

asmdkaa garuoa vytiha viiienaive vinirmitau.”16

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-60
Description of War

In the Mahdbhdrata war, Sanjay could see the Vajra Vyiiha (an impregnable array) created
by the Sendpati (commander) of the Pandavas and said to the Kauravas not to worry about this
matter. It is because the Garuoda Vyiiha created by the Sendipati (commander) Bhisma is better than
the Pandavas .

“tumulaa yathd :-

marydddrahitaa yuddhaa tumulaa parikértittaa

yatrekaa vahavo ghnanti vardnaghnati vardbhayau

yathd tatreiva :-

pdddtén rathino jaghnuu sddinagca paddtayau

evaa su sakulaa yuddhaa mamarydda mavarttarta.”1?

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-61
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The war without dignity is called as Tumuya Yuddha. In this war, a great fighter can kill one
or many disobeying rules and regulations of war. To disobey the rules and regulations of war is
against the religion. But in some cases, the law disobeying persons are seen. In the Tumuya Yuddha,
this kind of deviations are seen. In the war, a warrior should kill a warrior and an infantry should
kill an infantry. But it is seen that the charioteer kill the infantry. This type of unusual war is called
as worthless war.

“kiita yuddhaa yathd :-

rdtri yuddhaa tu kutaa sydt jidpti ke tat pradarcitaa

kecit yuddha prahdraa ta bdyrdghavaryayathd

tatreiva - purikldnte ca dérée ca bhaktdnne cdpi sarvartra

prasthédneca prabegeca prahatavyaa ripovalaa

vinnayodhaa valaa yacca dvidhd yuktaa ca yad bhavet.”18

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-62

The war which is fought in the night is called as Kiida Yuddha. In Sédrthaka Bhakti it has been
shown. In some cases the war is occurred through beating. This type of war was fought between
Bali and Rama Candra. The soldiers should be either beaten or the army should be divided when
the enemy soldiers are taking rest in the fort after being tired in the war, when they are terrified,
when they are taking food, when they are returning, when at sleep or awaken, at mid-night, when
the charioteer is absent, at the time of division of time, even in all the time whenever it is possible,
the enemy soldiers should be either punished or beaten.

Haéha yuddhaa

maydbhi hadéha yuddhaa sydt maydpi-ca caturvidhd

deva gdndharva daiveya mdnusiydu krameéatdu .19

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-63

yathd-bhdrate :-

caturbidhdsu mdydrfiu prasaktdkiitayodhinat

yuddhyeiiu rapardn vérdn haéhayante vijayo dhdbau

caturéda sdptavidhyena tyafiddviagatyathoditaa

saabhtiya yuddhaa caitadbhu niruktaa brahmaydmaye

yuddhaa hi kilatréyasydhutu paraa nirviéa kdranaa

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-64
tathdhi- kiietriydéda mahdrdja saagrdme nidhanaamataa

visicoaa bahubhit yajieitu kilatra dhameriu tifithatda.?!

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-65

kim cha:-

brdhmandndm tapastydgdt pretya dharma vidhitu smdtat

kAatriydnda hi nidhanaa saagrdme vihitaa prabho.22

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-66
kAatriyau ¢astramarano yaddsydt saasmdta stadd

atrdrthe ¢dtiratydhu pramdnad tat pradarsayet.23

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-67
dvdbimau purufiau loke suryamaéoalabhedinau

paribrdyo pa yuktacca raée cibhimukho hatah.24

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-68
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dhaberiu mitho ndnyaa jighdsantomahékiietat

yuddhyamdnd paraa ¢aktyd svargaa ydntyapardmmukhdu

efio nupasdta prokto yo dharmati sa sandtanat

tasmdd dharmd nnacyovate kfiatriyoghnan raée ripiin.2>

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-69

santyokta tu samerasvdtatdé catrei chinno dasubhi vidhyamdnat

asvagrébau karmogélo mahdtmd saasudhdtmd modate svargaloke.

nanu yudhefiiu maranaa tulyaa sarbatra sarbadd

kathaa nu phalavaiiamyaa ¢dyate ¢dstrotaupdthak.26

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-70

iti cet ¢déu siddhdntaa mana utsdhabhedatat

sarbartra yuddha maraée phala vaiiamya mastihi

yastu sampuritostdhé jébandgdna pekfiakatl

tasyeba yuddhya maraédn mokiiau stirydrdimdrgatau

utsdha niiynatonyesda phalaa nynaa samunnyo

stri prabénydha tadrdije dhdtardidrarnya puchite. 27

Vérasarvasvam, Cloka-71

Haéoha Yuddha is performed with the help of magic. This magic is of four types like Deva,
Gdndharva, Daiveya and Mdnufia and these four types of magic have been described serially.
Among the four magic or illusion, the Kiida warriors or the diplomatic warriors are the best. The
other warriors who are desirous for war follows the Haédha Yuddha or the war with magic or
illusion. It has been mentioned in different Cdstras that the wise and clever persons use it in 7x28
types. This kind of war has been mentioned in Nirukta (Cdstra or Brahma Jdmaya in which it is
described that war is definitely for the KAatréya Varéas. The war is the chief or the most desirous
aim of the Kiiatréyas which lead them towards salvation. For getting this salvation or Nirvdéa or
Mukti, the Kiiatréyas need not to do any kind of Svddhayd (reading Veda), Yajia (Jicina, Tapa, Yoga,
Pitd, N4, etc) or Tapasyd. The war fulfills their dream of getting salvation.

It has been mentioned in the (dstras that a soldier gets the same path by performing the
Kiiatréya religion and dies in the war as a Cakravarté king which he gets the path by performing
many special Yajias. The Preta Dharma is completed for a Brdhmaéa who performs his duty through
dedication and meditation and for a KAatréya who performs is died while fighting in the battlefield.
These are their Kiida Yuddha. In the Veda, it has been mentioned that if a Kriatréya is killed by a
weapon while fighting in the battlefield then automatically, his Kiiéa Yuddha are completed. By
performing their duty perfectly, the Kiatréya and the Brdhmaéa after their death, gets salvation by
entering into the Suryamaéoaya. It means these two are able to get salvation without performing
the Pretakarma.

A king who in the face to face war, eager to Kkill his enemies out of jealousy and in order to
prove his prowess, does not goes back gets the salvation. The religion behind this is always eternal
or it is always a religious work for a Kaatréya to fight in the battlefield. So, by killing the enemies in
the battlefield, the religion or Dharma of the king is not destroyed. The warriors who fall from the
horse back or seats on the horse back, keeping weapons in the hands, being wounded in the
weapons of the enemy etc., are great persons indeed and they get salvation after the death.

In the grand chronicle of human history, war emerges as both the architect of empires and
the harbinger of immeasurable sorrow. Its blazing fury has altered the destinies of nations,
shattered civilizations, and tested the resilience of humanity across the ages. Though clothed in the
language of power, glory, and conquest, war ultimately unveils the fragile condition of human
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existence and the ceaseless struggle for authority and survival. The clash of armies and the roar of
battlefields are not merely echoes of violence, but reflections of political ambition, ideological
conflict, and human aspiration. Yet, amidst the smoke of destruction and the lamentation of
suffering, mankind continues to seek the radiant ideal of peace, harmony, and coexistence. Thus, the
study of war and warfare is not solely an inquiry into battles and bloodshed, but a profound
exploration of human nature, political destiny, and the eternal quest to balance power with justice
and civilization.
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